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A new California law could redefine college basketball.

SB 206, also known as the Fair Pay to Play Act, would radically alter long-standing

amateurism laws by allowing college athletes to be paid for their name, image and

likeness and enabling them to sign endorsement deals. 
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e act unanimously passed the California State Assembly in early September. It is

expected to have similar success in the State Senate, aer some minor tweaks.

California governor Gavin Newsom will then have 30 days to act on the bill. If he signs

it into law, it will go into effect in 2023.

e movement to pay college athletes is gaining traction, with mainstream politicians

like Bernie Sanders and Andrew Yang endorsing the idea. More importantly, high

profile basketball figures like LeBron James have also come out in support.

“College athletes can responsibly get paid for what they do and the billions they create,”

James tweeted about the bill. 

e pressure is now on the NCAA to act and, so far, it has vehemently opposed the Fair

Pay to Play Act. Its president Mark Emmert has deemed the bill “unfair” to other

schools, and the association has threatened to expel California schools from NCAA

competition. is would especially hurt the Pac-12 Conference, the most successful

athletic conference in NCAA history featuring schools like Stanford, the University of

South California and Berkeley, but it would also harm the NCAA. In 2018, Pac-12

revenue was $497 million, and essentially eliminating California — one of the most

profitable markets in sports as a whole — from NCAA competition would certainly

lead to backlash.

Some will argue athletes already receive enough compensation with financial

scholarships, the opportunity to receive a college education and nationwide exposure,

but that does not take the massive revenue they generate for their respective colleges

into account. It also ignores the idea that some college athletes’ goal is not to finish

school.

Inside the California bill that would let college athletes make money Inside the California bill that would let college athletes make money ……
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“Why should we have to go to class if we came here to play FOOTBALL? We ain’t come

to play school,” Cardale Jones, a former quarterback for Ohio State University, once

tweeted.  

Ben Simmons, a current NBA All-Star and a former number one dra pick, would

probably agree with Jones’ stance. Simmons admitted to only working “hard” enough to

maintain a 1.8 GPA so he could play the entire school year. During his sole year in

college, he averaged 19 points, 12 rebounds, and 5 assists — an unprecedented stat line

in college basketball — but he was ineligible for end of year awards due to his poor

academic performance. 

Despite his remarkable on-court performance and the attention he brought to a

dormant LSU basketball program, Simmons did not receive a single piece of the pie

while at Louisiana State University. Keep in mind the NCAA made nearly $1 billion in

revenue while Simmons was in college during the 2015-16 season. ree years aer

leaving LSU, he has now signed a five-year, $170 million contract extension with the

Philadelphia 76ers. Some believe this is the proper compensation he has merited all

along. 

However, not everyone can be like Simmons. Most college basketball players are not

generational talents that can combine once-in-a-lifetime physical gis, an advanced

understanding of their sport and a relatively mature approach to life. Yet, that does not

stop them from trying to emulate the success of previous high school stars like

Simmons.
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High school basketball players are exploring alternative routes to a professional career,

besides college, more than ever. R.J. Hampton and LaMelo Ball, two high school

prospects touted as future first round picks in the next NBA Dra, will bypass the

upcoming college basketball season and instead play in the Australian league. 

Hampton had a 3.7 GPA and an SAT score in the 1300s coming out of high school,

meaning he could have comfortably committed to a basketball powerhouse like Duke

or Kentucky. However, that would have meant passing up on an opportunity like

signing a lucrative five-year shoe deal with Chinese apparel company Li-Ning. 

Even less starry prospects are determined to pave a new path. Kenyon Martin Jr. had

initially decided to play for Vanderbilt University before recanting his letter of intent;

preferring to complete a “post-graduate” year at IMG Academy, a glorified boarding

school in sunny Florida that also serves as an NBA pipeline. Martin Jr. was generally

perceived as either a multi-year prospect or a non-prospect during his college

recruitment process, but that has not deterred him from declaring his intention to enter

the 2020 Dra aer his stint at IMG. 

Even Phil Wheeler, a 17-year-old high schooler, will no longer finish his senior year. He

chose to sign what has been reported as a three-year contract to continue his basketball

education in Italy. “Now I won’t have as many distractions,” he told Stadium. “is is all

about development. I want to improve on the court, and I feel like this is the best way

for me to do that.”

Even if Mark Emmert and the NCAA are somehow able to repeal or delay the Fair Pay

to Play Act, it may be too late. Other states, such as South Carolina, have also started

work on similar legislation. Moreover, athletes are more empowered, at younger ages,

than ever before. Combine that with the possibility that the NBA might allow entry into

the NBA dra directly out of high school once again, and it’s tough to imagine the

NCAA not dying a slow death in the coming decades.
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In fact, the NCAA’s only option for long-term survival might be to embrace the Fair Pay

to Play Act and hope exposure to a United States audience, the possibility of a college

education and the added bonus of revenue is enticing enough to convince prospects to

not buck what has been the trend for over a decade.

ACT CALIFORNIA BILL COLLEGE ATHLETE COLLEGE BASKETBALL

MONEY SPORTS

   

Wilko Martínez-Cachero

Black Lives Matter movement gives hope to Utah’s Hispanic
community

Related Posts

  SEARCH

http://sbpress.com/tag/act/
http://sbpress.com/tag/california-bill/
http://sbpress.com/tag/college-athlete/
http://sbpress.com/tag/college-basketball/
http://sbpress.com/tag/money/
http://sbpress.com/tag/sports/
http://www.facebook.com/sharer.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fsbpress.com%2F2019%2F09%2Fthe-new-california-fair-pay-bill-that-could-change-college-basketball-forever%2F
http://twitter.com/home?status=http%3A%2F%2Fsbpress.com%2F2019%2F09%2Fthe-new-california-fair-pay-bill-that-could-change-college-basketball-forever%2F
http://plus.google.com/share?url=http%3A%2F%2Fsbpress.com%2F2019%2F09%2Fthe-new-california-fair-pay-bill-that-could-change-college-basketball-forever%2F
http://pinterest.com/pin/create/button/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fsbpress.com%2F2019%2F09%2Fthe-new-california-fair-pay-bill-that-could-change-college-basketball-forever%2F&media=http%3A%2F%2Fsbpress.com%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2019%2F09%2FBethune-Cookman-basketball.jpg
http://sbpress.com/author/wilkmart/
http://sbpress.com/2020/07/black-lives-matter-movement-gives-hope-to-utahs-hispanic-community/
http://sbpress.com/2020/07/black-lives-matter-movement-gives-hope-to-utahs-hispanic-community/


8/10/2020 The new California fair pay bill that could change college basketball forever | The Stony Brook Press

sbpress.com/2019/09/the-new-california-fair-pay-bill-that-could-change-college-basketball-forever/ 6/8

JUL 8, 2020

Kyrie Irving is the Neymar of basketball
JUN 30, 2020

How COVID-19 is stagnating the growth of local soccer
APR 28, 2020

Comments are closed.

  SEARCH

http://sbpress.com/2020/06/kyrie-irving-is-the-neymar-of-basketball/
http://sbpress.com/2020/06/kyrie-irving-is-the-neymar-of-basketball/
http://sbpress.com/2020/04/how-covid-19-is-stagnating-the-growth-of-local-soccer/
http://sbpress.com/2020/04/how-covid-19-is-stagnating-the-growth-of-local-soccer/


8/10/2020 The new California fair pay bill that could change college basketball forever | The Stony Brook Press

sbpress.com/2019/09/the-new-california-fair-pay-bill-that-could-change-college-basketball-forever/ 7/8

Women’s Favorite Position: CEO

We’re giving comedy too much credit

Rise of the herbivore men

JOIN

MEETINGS EVERY WEDNESDAY DURING CAMPUS LIFETIME IN SAC 307K. STOP BY.

READ MORE

KEEP UP WITH THE PRESS NEWSLETTER

Your email address..

SUBSCRIBE

POPULAR

      

STAFF ABOUT JOIN SUBMISSION GUIDELINES MAGAZINE

© 2019 THE STONY BROOK PRESS

  SEARCH

http://sbpress.com/2014/04/womens-favorite-position-ceo/
http://sbpress.com/2019/11/were-giving-comedy-too-much-credit/
http://sbpress.com/2019/04/herbivore-men/
http://sbpress.com/join/
http://sbpress.com/2014/04/womens-favorite-position-ceo/
http://sbpress.com/2019/11/were-giving-comedy-too-much-credit/
http://sbpress.com/2019/04/herbivore-men/
https://www.facebook.com/sbpress/
https://twitter.com/sbpress
https://www.instagram.com/thesbpress/
https://soundcloud.com/the-stony-brook-press
http://sbpress.com/staff/
http://sbpress.com/about/
http://sbpress.com/join/
http://sbpress.com/submission-guidelines/
http://sbpress.com/magazine/


8/10/2020 The new California fair pay bill that could change college basketball forever | The Stony Brook Press

sbpress.com/2019/09/the-new-california-fair-pay-bill-that-could-change-college-basketball-forever/ 8/8

  TOP
  SEARCH


